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The initial variant of SLS, Block 1, was required by the US Congress to lift a payload of 70 metric tons (150,000 lb) to low Earth orbit (LEO), but exceeded that requirement with a rated payload capacity of 95 metric tons (209,000 lb).


The system became the standard of France and Europe in half a century. Other dimensions with unity ratios[Note 1] were added, and it went on to be adopted by the world.
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